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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clainn(s) 3 J and 14-16 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [E1 Claim(s) 1.2,4-6.8-13 and 17-23 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Clainn(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Clainn(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 09 November 2000 is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-152. 
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2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in responsive to amendment filed on 12 August 2004 and forwarded to the 
examiner on 29 April 2005. Examiner recognized that the response to amendment was 
delayed because of IFW processing delay. 

2. Claims 3, 7, and 14-16 have been cancelled. 

3. Claims 21 - 23 have been added new. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12 August 2004 was 
filed after the mailing date of the first office action on 1 1 February 2004. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

6. In the claim 1 , delete the word "-to— after the word "policy" in line 4 on page 2 
as to is duplicated. 

7. In the claim 1 , replace "said default responses" in line 6 on page 2 with — default 
responses — as second physical layer has not previously recited in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

8. Claims 1 -2, and 6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Johnson et al. [hereinafter as Johnson], US Patent 5, 594,861 . 

9. As to claim 1, Johnson discloses a computer system [14, computer, col. 2, line 
40, fig. 1] comprising: 

a. a default event policy [default analysis and recover] defining responses 
[recovery actions] to detected events [error detection] indicative of [enhanced locality] 
selected faults [fault], 

b. a configurable event policy [specialized analysis and recovery] for 
modifying [modification of old or default recovery actions, col. 5, lines 59 - 67] the 
default event policy [default analysis and recover] to define responses [actions] to one 
or more of said detected events [error code or type] that are different [it is inherently 
determined during analysis] than default responses, and 

c. a event management system [38, error handler] using the default event 
policy [default analysis and recover] and the configurable event policy [specialized 
analysis and recovery] to determine a required response [actions] to a particular event 
[error code or type][abstract, col. 1 , lines 63 - 67, col.2, lines 1 - 9, col. 3, lines 62 - 65, 
col. 4, lines 47-67, col. 5, lines 17-29, col. 5, lines 59-67, fig. 6]. 
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10. As to claim 2, Johnson discloses a computer [14] a database therefore; he 
teaches storing of configurable event policy within the configuration database too [col. 2, 
lines 54 -56]. 

11. As to claim 6, Johnson discloses a computer [14] and a network device, which is 
inherent to computer [14]. 

12. Claims 1 -2, 4- 13, and 17 -2x are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Masui et al. [hereinafter as Masui], US Patent 4, 727,487. 

1 3. As to claim 1 , Masui a computer system [1 00] comprising: 

a. a default [predetermined/default] event policy [resource allocation 
policy][col. 3, lines 15-16] defining responses [operations/process] to detected events 
[step 200, by observing system status] indicative of selected faults [step 201 , 
corresponding condition in knowledge base 143, fig. 2], 

b. a configurable [selected] event policy [highest priority] [step 203, resource 
allocating policy (non default)] for modifying [by selecting highest priority] the default 
event policy [predetermined/default] to define responses [operations/process] to one or 
more of said detected events [failure or busy] that are different [it is inherently 
determined during search condition in knowledge base 143] than default responses 
[operations], and 

c. a event management system [140, resource management function unit] 
using the default event policy [default resource allocation] and the configurable 
[selected] event policy [highest priority] [step 203, resource allocating policy (non 
default)] to determine [by sequentially checking availability of resources] a required 
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response [operations/process] to a particular event [failure or unavailable][col. 1, lines 7 
- 12, col.2, lines 45-67, col. 3, lines 1 -58, col. 4, lines 23-63, col. 5, lines 27-61, 
fig. 1.2, 4], 

14. As to ciainn 9, Masui discloses a resource managennent method of operating a 
computer network device [network device is inherent to computer 100] comprising: 

a. providing a default [predetermined/default] event policy [resource 
allocation policy][col. 3, lines 15-16]; 

b. providing [by allocating function] a configurable [selecting] event policy 
[highest priority]; 

c. using the configurable [selected] event policy [highest priority] to modify 
the default event policy [predetermined/default]; 

d. detecting [by sequentially checking availability of resources] an event 
indicative of any of a failure [failure or unavailable] or a resource consumption 
notification [busy]; and 

e. responding to the detected event [failure or busy] in accordance with the 
default event policy as modified by [selecting] the configurable event policy [highest 
priority][coL 1, lines 7-12, col.2, lines 45 - 67, col. 3, lines 1 - 58, col. 4, lines 23 - 63, 
col. 5, lines 27- 61, fig. 1,2, 4]. 

15. As to claim 2, Masui discloses a computer [100] a database [143, knowledge 
base, 144, policy base] therefore, he teaches storing of configurable event policy within 
the configuration database too [col. 2, lines 45 - 48, fig. 1]. 
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16. As to claims 4-5, Masui discloses hierarchical [priority] event management [a 
unit process/operations number (1,2,...m) numerals to denote priority] including 
hierarchical [priority] descriptors [numerals] [col. 3, lines 32 - 67]. 

17. As to claim 6, Masui discloses a computer [100] and a network device, which is 
inherent to computer [100]. 

18. As to claim 7, Masui discloses events [failure or unavailable or busy] including 
resource consumption notifications [by sequentially checking availability of resources] 
[failure or unavailable or busy]. 

19. As to claims 10-11, Masui discloses responding to the detected event [failure or 
unavailable or busy] including taking actions less severe or more severe [by selecting 
lowest or highest priority] than those in the unmodified default policy [default resource 
allocation] [col. 3, lines 32 - 67, col. 4, lines 23 - 63, fig. 2]. 

20. As to claims 12, Masui discloses responding to the detected event [failure or 
unavailable or busy] including taking different actions [resource allocating policy (non 
default), step 203 in fig. 2] than those in the unmodified default policy [default resource 
allocation] [col. 3, lines 32 - 67, col. 4, lines 23 - 63, fig. 2]. 

21 . As to claim 13, Masui discloses responding to the detected event [failure or 
unavailable or busy] including taking new actions [if an alternative resource is found] 
than those in the unmodified default policy [default resource allocation] [col. 4, lines 37 - 
42, fig. 4]. 

22. As to claim 17, Masui discloses a computer [100] and a network device, which is 
inherent to computer [100]. 
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23. As to claims 18-19, Masui teaches masking [by prioritizing] one or more 
particular events [col. 3, lines 32 - 36, col. 4,, lines 45 - 50] and taking actions less 
severe than those in the unmodified default policy [col. 3, lines 32 - 67, col. 4, lines 23 - 
63, fig. 2]. 

24. As to claim 21 , Masui teaches resource comprises memory assigned to one or 
more applications [col. 2, lines 33 - 44, col. 5, lines 1 - 7]. 

25. As to claim 22, Masui discloses a computer [100] a database [143, knowledge 
base, 144, policy base] therefore, he teaches notifying one or more event managers of 
modifications made to default event policy too [col. 2, lines 45 - 48, fig. 1]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

26. Claims 20, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Masui et al. [hereinafter as Masui], US Patent 4, 727,487, and further in view of 
Brown et al. [hereinafter as Brown], US Patent 6,721,947 B1. 

27. As to claims 20, and 23, Masui teaches a resource allocation method in a 
computer system comprising: a default [predetermined/default] event policy [resource 
allocation policy][col. 3, lines 15 - 16]; a configurable [selecting] event policy [highest 
priority]; using the configurable [selected] event policy [highest priority] to modify the 
default event policy [predetermined/default]; detecting [by sequentially checking 
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availability of resources] an event indicative of any of a failure [failure or unavailable] or 
a resource consumption notification [busy]; and responding to the detected event 
[failure or busy] in accordance with the default event policy as modified by [selecting] 
the configurable event policy [highest priority][col.2, lines 45 - 67, coL 3, lines 1 - 58, 
col. 4, lines 23 - 63, fig. 2, 4]. 

However Masui does teach an event management system but not utilizing a 
configurable event policy for augmenting default policy with definitions of responses to 
event to determine required response to a particular event. 

Brown discloses a system, method and program to create a customized 
response [configurable event policy] without modifying a default response of application 
extension manager [event management system] in which the customized response is a 
new or augmented response in lieu of or in addition to default response [col. 1 , lines 6 - 
10, col. 2, lines 51-61, col. 3, lines 7-42, col. 5, lines 12-67, col, 6, lines 1-11, col. 
10, lines 3-65]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in art, having the teachings of 
Masui and Brown before him at the time of invention was made, to modify the 
configurable event policy disclosed by Masui to include a customized response 
[configurable event policy] augmented in lieu of or in addition to default response with 
an application extension manager [event management] as taught by Brown in order to 
obtain enhancing functionality of user interface of an executing application program with 
described with reference to a list of customized responses with respect to a given event 
[col. 2, lines 62-67, col. 3, lines 7- 16, col. 11, lines 65-67, col. 12, lines 1 -7]. 
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28. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

29. Prior Art not relied upon: Please refer to the references listed in attached PTO- 
892, which, are not relied upon for claim rejection since these references are relevant to 
the claimed invention. 

Response to Arguments 

30. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4,9, and 23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nitin C. Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3675. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:45 am - 5:15 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on 571-272-3670. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



NItin C. Patel 
May 6, 2005 



LWHTM. BROWNE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




